
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome !  

 

Time flies and here we are half way through the Biodiversity Training Project!!! This has been another year 

full of biological recording training that so many people have been a par t of. Rather than me drone on about 

The Project, I thought it might be more interesting for  some of our participants  and tutors  to illustrate their 

involvement, so I am keeping my input to a minimum in this newsletter.   

We have a whole new programme of events for 2009 (see the inside back and back pages) and I hope these 

will be as interesting,  fulfilling , and popular  as the ones that we ran in 2007 and 2008. As in previous years 

we will be holding a launch event at Preston Montford in spring 2009, details  of which you can find  on page 

5 of this newsletter.  

I would  again like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed to the Project so far and 

thank al l the volunteers, attendees, tutors , and helpers who made 2008 such a successful year for us. 

If you would like further details about the P roject, or to book on our events, then please get in touch.  
 

Pete Boardman ɬ Biodiversity Training Project Officer  

Bio diversity  

Training Project  

News and events              

 

The Biodiversity Training Project is a 5 year project funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Field Studies Council. Our aims are to enhance, encourage and 

promote biological recording amongst volunteers in Shropshire and the wider region by the provision of training to volunteers, recording and community groups 

 

newsletter 2 ɬ February 2009 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Biodiversity Training Project, Field Studies Council  

Preston Montford, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbury, Shropshire  

SY4 1DX Tel: 01743 852100 Fax: 01743 852101 

Email: pete@field-studies-council.org  

 

 Photo : male Orange Tip at Preston Montford (Pete Boardman)  
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A passion for plants  ð John Handley writes  

 

'ÌÓÓÖȮɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚɯ(ɀÝÌɯÔÈËÌɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÛÞÖɯàÌÈÙÚɯÈÕËɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯ

everyone else! After three years of an Open University degree in 

Environmental Studies I felt that I desperately needed to obtain t he field 

skills necessary to become a botanist. Attending a number of BTP botanical 

courses gave me the confidence to take part in Shropshire Botanical Society 

field meetings and further develop my skills . I became involved with my 

local branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust, and I was asked to provide 

biological records for a local site which allowed me to practice these skills 

in my own time.  

With additional support from the BTP I was able to attend a weekend 

course on Umbellifers at Preston Montford wh ich endowed me the self-

assurance to start an MSc in Biological Recording with Birmingham 

University  and The Field Studies Council. The training provided by the 

BTP in conjunction with my own efforts in getting out and practicing has 

allowed me to work wit h confidence alongside national experts. I am 

greatly indebted to a number of people . 

 

 

 

Photo: Pete Boardman 
 

Attendees John Handley and 

Caroline Savage examine sedges at 

Colemere ÈÚɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯ"ÏÙÐÚɯ6ÈÓÒÌÙɀÚɯ

course aimed at improvers.  

Photo : Pete Boardman 
 

 ÕÕÌɯÈÕËɯ)ÐÔɯ2ÏÈÞɯÖÕɯ"ÏÙÐÚɯ6ÈÓÒÌÙɀÚɯ

Improvers rushes and sedges course at 

Colemere in June 2008 

 

Anne & Jim Shaw  on recording  

 

We retired two years ago having spent 45 intensive years in Industry 

and Public Health/Education, as well as bringi ng up two sons. Our 

intention was to spend more time pursuing our lifelong interest in 

natural history. We are concerned about the impact on the environment 

and bio-diversity from the changes occurring through Global warming 

and land use / developments. We recognise that data is essential to 

clearly identi fy the issues and impacts, and to enable an informed 

response to these processes. Retirement luckily coincided with the 

introductio n of the Biodiversity Training Project arranged by the FSC 

and led by Pete Boardman. With our diverse interests in natural history 

we took the opportunity over the last two years t o attend a large 

number of the courses offered through the training programm e. The 

course leaders gave us a good insight into the range of recording 

currently in use , as well as excellent teaching and training on their 

specialist subjects and how to record. This opened doors to further 

participation . 

 
As a result we are now involved with weekly Moth recording (through the Garden Moth Scheme - over 

3016 moths trapped in 2 years; 234 different species), surveying tetrads for the BTO and Shropshire Bird 

 ÛÓÈÚɀȮɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÜÉÔÐÛÛÌËɯentomological , mammal, and botanical records to the appropriate recorders.  

Our increased knowledge and experience has also enabled us to participate more confidently in the 

development of the Environmental section of our Local Parish Plan. We are currently training on the use of 

MapM ate© recording software , hopefully to improve our ability to add our data records direct into a 

centralised recording process for Shropshire, and are also working on improving our botanical id skills in 

order to extend our involvement into survey work .  Through the BTP training programme we have had so 

much enjoyment and personal fulfilment, and have met many enthusiastic, friendly and encouraging, like 

minded people,  both professionals and amateur.  
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Fiona Gomersall on the 

Upper Clun  Plant Group  

 

2008 was another successful year for The Upper Clun 

Community Wildlife Plant Group which is going from 

strength to strength thanks to help from the Biodiversity 

Training Project.  The Project has provided the group with 

funds for training days on plant identification and 

recording.  A number of the Clun recorders have received 

some training now for four years through this project and 

my own teaching and are becoming very experienced. The 

volunteers carried out a tremendous amount of work, 

covering extensive areas of land and submitting a great 

deal of good and very useful material. It was again 

wonderful to see so many local people taking part in the 

survey, 48 in total, 11 of wh om were farmers and 

landowners. 

 

As well as searching for 24 target plants in woodland and 

grassland other interesting finds were made this year. 

Maiden Pink  Dianthus deltoides, a wild carnation  was 

found at a higher frequency in the tetrad where it was 

discovered last year and Beech fern Phegopteris connectilis, 

a rare fern was recorded in another tetrad along with 

Adderɀs tongue Ophioglossum vulgatum, another 

uncommon fern.  Southern Marsh Orchid  Dactlorhiza 

praetermissa turned up in one of the more western tetrads.  
 

Fiona Gomersall 

 

 

 

Fiona Gomersall demonstrating botanical recording 

methodology to volunteers on the Shropshire Wildlife  Trust 

reserve at Llanymynech Rocks. 

Photo: Pete Boardman 

 

 
 

Photographs on  

 

Some of you may have heard of, or have an 

account with , the photo-storage site flickr. It is 

an online depository of millions of photos and 

photographers around the world. During 

2008 the people behind flickr offered a 

number of charities, including the FSC, free 

flickr accounts to host photo storage for 

projects and charities. We now have a page on 

the flickr site ɬ go to www.flickr.com and 

search for the Biodiversity Training Project. 

The other good thing about flickr is that you 

too can submit photos that you take on our 

events, or any other subjects related to 

Biodiversity and Biological Recording  if you 

have an account (BT Yahoo internet users 

automatically get a free account, and anyone 

can get a limited storage free account). I have 

set up a group with that name where you can 

enter photos you have taken to this group. 

Alternatively if you have p hotos of our events 

that you would like to share , send me them 

and I will add them to the site . 

 
  

Screen shot from our flickr page showing the 2008 event photos listed to 

early January 2009. 
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Some moth -ers do ôave ôem 

 

A note from Bill Watkins, a volunteer and moth recorder at Alveley Country Park, 

near Bridgnorth  

 

In April 2008, with the help of Keith Dawes who already traps moths for the Garden Moth Scheme *, I 

ÉÜÐÓÛɯÈɯɁ2ÒÐÕÕÌÙɂɯÛà×ÌɯÔÖÛÏɯÛÙÈ×ȭɯ3ÏÌɯÌÓÌÊÛÙÐÊÈÓɯÍÐÛÛÐngs and actinic light -tube were kindly funded 

courtesy of The Biodiversity Training Project fund through Pete Boardman of the Field Studies Council.  

Since obtaining a moth trap I have derived a huge amount of pleasure and satisfaction from trapping, 

identi fying and recording moths I had never seen before. To-date I have trapped 87 species in my 

garden and it has been a wonderful experience to identify them and to learn a little about them. Without 

the moth trap I had no idea there were so many species in such a small area. I have taken digital images 

of all the species I have trapped to help with future identification.  
 

The trap has enabled me to contribute a great many more species records than having to rely on casual 

sightings. I send my records regularly  to the new Shropshire County Moth Recorder, Tony Jacques, who 

has been very helpful. Tony has helped me to identify moths which I was unsure of, from photographs. 

I hope I will be able to take part in the National Garden Moth Scheme in 2009. 

 

 

 

(From left) Mike Sadler, John Scott, Bill Watkins and Keith Dawes of the 

Alveley Cou ntry Park moth recorders  group  and their trap built with 

funding from the Biodiversity Training Project  

Photo: Pete Boardman 

 

 

Biodiversity Training Project, Field Studies Council, Preston Montfo rd, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbury, SY4 1DX  

     Email: pete@field-studies-council.org                      Telephone: 01743 852100                                   Fax: 01743 852101 

Website: www.field -studies-council.org/biodiversity  

 

* Garden Moth Scheme  

 

This is a voluntary  scheme established in 

2003 by Dave Grundy, a keen West 

Midlands moth trapper that was des igned 

to see whether moths can be used as 

indicators to the health of our cities and 

countryside by monitoring moth species 

and numbers turning up at traps. During 

the period 2003 ɬ 2006 around 50 

volunteers recorded moths in their gardens 

every Friday night through the spring  and 

summer until the autumn in the West 

Midlands  region. In 2007 the scheme was 

expanded to around 100 volunteer 

recorders nationally and it is still growing. 

If you fancy taking part in the scheme 

further information  and recording sheets 

are available on their website at 

http://gms.staffs -ecology.org.uk/  


