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Hot on the heels of Paddington Bear, eleven
intrepid travellers set off in mid-September
2011 to sample the delights of Peru. Its

Amazonian butterflies, of which there are reputedly one
or two, its bird and wildlife and, when we had done all
that, have a rave weekend in Cusco Inca heartland
followed by a leisurely stroll along the Inca Trail to
Machu Picchu just to show those
Conquistadors how to do it! Theory
being that the place was never seen by
Western eyes until discovered 100
years ago allegedly, dependent 
on which intrepid geographical
explorer you support.

We arrive in Lima – where
potholes are the only form of traffic
calming  other than jaywalking and
where lane discipline is not in the
horn  honking vocabulary of its
uncoded highways. It does not enjoy endless hours of
sunshine because of its geography and certain coastal
currents. With a few hours to kill prior to our internal
flight to Cusco, we did manage a brief visit to a
coastal nature reserve for a bit of birdwatching and

saw our first butterflies, mostly whites and several
skippers. Having divided and stored any luggage not
essential to our  rainforest trip at our hotel in Cusco,
we set off on our journey along the Manu road. First
stop Huacarpay Marshes for a spot of butterfly and

birdwatching, several skippers and
our first Pieridae, a Clouded  Yellow
look-alike with slightly pointed tips,
Zerene cesonia (left) made an
appearance. Our next stop at 3500m
for a quick, rather cool roadside
lunch break saw, among others, our
first South American Painted Lady,
Vanessa braziliensis.

The lodge at Posada San Pedro
gave us a taste of things to come in
terms of numbers and diversity,

several Adelpha species with their typically orange or
orange and white banded uppers were on parade, the
impressive Siproeta ephapus in full page regalia put
in an appearance alongside good trackside
representation of families like Biblidinae (we saw

By John Reeve

A moment to treasure: The group poses for the classic “we made it” photograph at Machu Picchu

Amazon to Inca
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some 36 species of this Neotropical group throughout
the trip) including the instantly recognisable “88”
Diaethria clymena. There are many others in this
group with strikingly graphic undersides and, because
you normally tend to see that aspect, it is easy to miss
the sometime equally colourful uppers. A visit to see
Cock-of-the-Rock puffed up in their showy red outfit
was remarkably accessible with their own viewing
platform that gave them celebrity status. Evening
heralded the arrival of moths and other invertebrates
of every shape, size and colour, seeking out all
available light sources.

Our journey to the river provided a growing list
including our first metalmarks and swallowtails. Once
afloat your view of the habitat changes and the power
of the river dominates the landscape. The river also
became our main transport corridor over the next few
days and we soon realised that at the right time of day
those pebble and sandbank beaches were host to
hundreds of mineral hungry butterflies. On one
occasion, we had a fleeting glance of swimming
Capybara disappearing up the bank.

Pantiacolla Lodge, our next resting place, will
always evoke the crescendo rumble of Howler
monkey in memory of place. An after breakfast

wander round the garden provided several photo
opportunities including the Lycaenid Laothus
gibberosa with its curiously curved wing shape. By
way of contrast, the highly visible rapid flight of the
large yellow and orange Phoebis philea showed no
inclination to stop and pose. The search for exotic
species that continue to surprise is one of the joys of
travel in far away parts of the planet, however finding
a Peach Blossom moth, a very European species,
resting under the steps of our accommodation was at
risk of prompting an enquiry as to whose luggage it
had been smuggled in with!

Exploring the various tracks around the lodge, the
list of species favouring dappled shade continued to
grow with Satyridae, Pieridae and Lycaenid plus
Metalmarks with the occasional stunning Blue
Morpho and Giant Owl butterfly Catoblepia
amongst them. The landing beach and riverside areas
also provided rich pickings with striking species like
Baeotus decalion, Panacea prola including the
equally impressive but less common Panacea regina,
the Heliconid Green long-wing Philaethra dido plus
several dagger wing Marpesia variations alongside
the equally showy gatherings of the orange and black
Agaulis vanillae and, of course, no Neotropic river
bank is complete without the impressive large day
flying moth Urania lelius.

The larval stage of some of these creatures found
mostly alongside forest pathways is equally varied
and impressive – even amusing – a favourite find
being an impressive yellow and white rolled up
Dougal bathmat creation found on the trunk of a tree
next to the accommodation.

Several productive riverside stops provided
aggregations of mineral seeking butterflies but one
lunchtime stopover gave us several glasswing
Ithomiidae species all in one very small scrubby patch
close to human habitation.

Laothus gibberosa

Agaulis vanillae

“88” Diaethria clymena at Pantiacolla Lodge
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Our next stop was Oropendola Lodge, another riverside
venue with a network of tracks to explore and a treetop
platform to climb. We travelled by boat from here to visit a
clay lick at Blanquillo, a favourite venue for a variety of
macaws and parrots viewed from a covered platform. A
leisurely stroll back to the boat revealed a diverse range of
cricket, grasshopper and butterfly that included the
instantly recognisable Biblis hyperia or Red Rim. Another
river trip took us to Cocha Camunga a tranquil lagoon
where we sat in awe on a float as a family of River Otter
swam towards and past us. To our left, lakeside branches
strained under the burden of several Hoatzin and, all around
us, a variety of waterside birds flitted in and out of the
reeds. A short walk and we climbed an even higher canopy tree platform,
where a Potoo sat indifferent to our presence on the not unreasonable
assumption that we would have difficulty distinguishing it from the
lichen covered bough on which it perched.

Oropendola Lodge was blessed with a small pebble banked stream
that provided us with several new metalmark species and expanded our
skipper list, many of which rest with wings outstretched in typical
butterfly pose and so the debate about whether this group of insects
should be classified as butterfly or moth continues to excite some
experts.

Returning from the Amazonian area, we travelled by road and river
crossing, adding a few more to our list on the journey back to Cusco
where a Spring Festival was in full swing. Locals partied in both
modern and traditional costume, with children taking part in parades
alongside marching bands, very entertaining and colourful. Our cultural
education continued the next day with a tour of Inca heritage and
archeological sites en route to our next venue the start of the Inca trail to
Machu Picchu. The four day trek with two man tents up and through
various passes including one described as Dead Woman’s Pass at some
4200m, proved somewhat testing to some of us, but we made it OK. This part of the trip did not present many
butterflies but getting up at 5a.m. on day four to ensure our arrival at the Sun Gate, in time to look down on

Machu Picchu as the early morning sun lit up the ancient site below
us, was a memorable moment to treasure.

We travelled back to Cusco the easy way by train and had a cold
beer at the Cross Keys traditional English pub as part of our wind
down before our journey back home. Give or take the odd discrepancy,
our tally for the trip was just a tad under 300 species of butterfly with
good representation from all the families we would have expected to
see. One surprise was the extent to which Hesperidae topped the list,
also Glass-wings and Tigers, frequent in these parts belong to different
families all adding to the fun of identification. The visual spectacle
including the metallic bling of the large Blue Morpho down to tiny
metalmarks is a reminder of what could be lost to future generations.
We only logged about 10% of the butterflies in this region and as for
the moths – well best not go there. It would take a lifetime to uncover
all that the region has within its environs but, during our short visit, we
saw good numbers of butterflies and birds, a rich flora and fauna plus
amazing scenery and enjoyed good company and no one got sick, so
yet another successful Mike Williams trip.
• Contact Mike if you are interested in the 2013 tour to Madagascar.

Urania lelius

Larva found on the trunk of a tree

Heliconid Green long-wing
Philaethra dido (Mike Williams)
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Historically speaking, Grizzled Skipper
sightings in Staffordshire are rarer than the
stuff you can tread in, after you’ve put your

rocking horse out to graze. The species has only been
recorded by a handful of people in a dozen locations,
so it would appear; it’s always been a rare, small
insect in a large county. For the past nine seasons, I
have been trying to add to the database by scouring
North Staffordshire. I’ve climbed up calcareous dale,
roved unimproved pasture, strolled through flower-
rich meadows and tried to track them down along
miles of Doctor Beeching’s legacy.

And the result? Many a foot blistered and bramble
scratches that would make a Victorian naval surgeon
wince and look away. No Grizzled Skipper records
but on the flip-side, plenty of new Dingy Skipper
and Green Hairstreak colonies. Each season would
end on the note “maybe next year”.

Winter had seen new potential sites mapped out,
2011 had started well with a blistering mid-April,
early emergences, plenty on the wing but still the
Grizzled remained elusive. As another season started
to close, I received a phone call from Rob
Winstanley (Mid-Staffs leader) with an invite to
accompany him to Swynnerton Training Area. From
the promising start weather-wise, things had gone
downhill with cold and rain being the bane of the
field recorder. However, 1st June 2011 dawned clear,
blue and warm and with civilian precision, we
rendezvoused outside the guardhouse at fifteen
hundred hours.

During World War Two, Swynnerton Royal
Ordnance Factory helped to supply the war effort but
with peace time its role diminished as did its
workforce and by 1959 the factory itself closed its
doors for the last time. In 1960, there were plans for
the British Motor Corporation to take over part of the
factory which fell through, it was then handed over to
the Army and became Swynnerton Training area, a
role it continues to fulfil today.

After being cleared by the guardhouse, we were
placed in the capable hands of Kevin Capper, a
member of the estates management team. We were
then chauffeured and given a 4x4 ‘safari’ of the base.
After telling Kevin what sort of habitat we needed we
made our way to the rear of the base, passing

remnants of the old factory buildings. Much of the
base is made up of compartmentalised land parcels
created by the road and the once extensive internal
rail network. These parcels ranged from very new
brownfield land to small islands where the botany
burst underfoot.

Within minutes of surveying a likely area, Dingy
were spotted, as I explained to Kevin the difference
between the two skippers we were after, he proudly
explained that he had just been looking at a butterfly
with Grizzled Skipper features. He took us to the spot
(six paces to the left) and sure enough, nectaring
away on white clover was our quarry.

Back into the Jeep and we drove less than half a
mile to an outstanding spot with lush meadows full of
flowers I was having difficulty remembering I’ve
ever seen in Staffordshire. Flower heads were well
visited by Small White, Small Copper and
Peacock. Large Skipper put in an appearance as did
Small Heath, Common Blue sat alongside Brown
Argus with both Dingy and Grizzled performing
aerial battle. This has to be a unique scenario in
Staffordshire, a piece of Porton Down in The
Potteries.

Discovery of this gem would not be possible
without the kind cooperation of the MoD, especially
the base Commandant, Major Jim Salisbury, and
for Kevin Capper and his intimate knowledge of the
base.

Another Staffordshire Hoard

Grizzled Skipper (Patrick Clement)

By Richard Southwell
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Dates for your diary
Butterfly Conservation Annual General Meeting
and Members’ Day 2012
Sat 17 November, the Nottingham Belfry Hotel just
outside Nottingham city centre. The event will be
hosted by East Midlands Branch.

Brown Hairstreak Egg Hunt Days
Sat 24 November, Sun 30 December, Sat 12 January 2013. Meet at Grafton Flyford Church at 10.00am.

Chaddesley Wood Moth Nights
Sat 6 October at 6.30pm, Sat 3 November at 4.00pm. The meeting place is always at Jubilee Gate
(GR: SO914736) and all are welcome. The dates are at the mercy of the weather so please check with Mervyn
Needham, warden (01562 777461) or Alan Prior (0121 778 2973) to confirm details.

Ewyas Harold Meadows Reserve/Ewyas Harold Common Work Parties
Meet at 10.00am at the northern Cwm Hill end of Ewyas Harold Common adjacent to cattle grid
(GR: SO382302). Approach from Abbey Dore off B4347 at GR: SO384306. Contact Ian Hart 01981 510259.
Sat 22 September; Sat/Sun 20/21 October 'Working Weekend' with accommodation provided locally. Please
contact Ian Hart (email: yellowrattle4@aol.com or 01981 510259) to express an interest. Sat 1 December; Sat
19 January 2013; Sat 16 February; Sat 16 March.

Grafton Wood Nature Reserve Work Parties
Each Wednesday from 22 August - 19 December 2012, and 2 January -
27 March 2013; also Sun 9 September, 14 October, 11 November, 9
December 2012, and 13 January, 10 February, 10 March 2013. Meet at
10.00am at Grafton Flyford Church car park just off the A422 Worcester
- Stratford road (GR: SO963557). Contact: John Tilt 01386 792458.

Monkwood Nature Reserve Work Parties
Sun 7 October, Sun 4 November, Sun 6 January 2013, Sun 3 February,
Sun 3 March. Meet at 10.00am in the reserve car park off the Sinton
Green to Monkwood Green road (GR: SO803603). Contact: George
Groves 01905 620721.

National Moth Recorders’ Meeting
Sat 26 January 2013 at the Birmingham and Midland Institute, central
Birmingham (www.mothscount.org).

Wyre Forest Moth Group meetings
Sat 22 or 29 September meet at 6.30pm at the Discovery Centre and
travel to Postensplain. To confirm your attendance and to check dates of
meetings, please contact: Ian Machin 01299 402375 or 07527 250654.

Prees Heath Common Reserve Work Parties
Wed 17 October heath seed harvesting and birch seedling removal; Wed
14 November scrub clearance on the runway; Wed 12 December. All work parties start at 10.30am, meet on
the access track opposite the Steel Heath turning off the A49. Contact: Stephen Lewis 07900 886809.

Trench Wood Work Parties
Sun 28 October, Sun 25 November, Sun 28 December, Sun 27 January 2013, Sun 24 February, Sun 24 March.
Meet at 10.00am in the reserve car park (GR:SO930588). Contact: John Holder 01905 794854.

Wyre Forest Work Parties
Meet at 10.00am at Earnwood Copse car park on B4194 Bewdley-Kinlet road (GR: SO744784) and then drive
into the Forest. Sun 21 October, Sun 18 November, Sun 16 December, Sun February 17, 2013, Sun 17 March.
Contact: Mike Williams 07802 274552 for further details or if running late.

To ensure that Branch members and
newcomers to the fascinating world of
butterflies and moths know what is happening
in our region, event and work party organisers
should e-mail full details of upcoming
events to the editor of The Comma at
thecomma@btinternet.com and to web-master
David Green at greend@ormail.co.uk

Snow joke: It’s not the Arctic
Circle but Jenny Tonry of the
Thursday Streakers Club in action in
rescuing Brown Hairstreak eggs on
blackthorn due to be coppiced as
part of planned woodland manage-
ment. (Mike Williams)
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Dr Tom Brereton (above), Butterfly
Conservation’s Head of Monitoring, has
helped West Midlands Branch members

who use the Waitrose store at Droitwich raise
£300 through the green tokens charity scheme.

Tom said: “I saw the initiative in Mike Williams’
excellent Brown Hairstreak Bulletin and thought it
was a good use of my tokens I had been
saving... for nearly three years!

“Nothing in Bridport (where I live) had quite
caught my eye and the Branch is doing lots of
great work, so it seemed timely to put them in
the post to a good cause. I don’t know the area
that well other than through butterfly transects, as
Neil Gregory used to live in the area, and for
frequent passing by slogging up and down the
M5. I’m looking forward to slipping off at
Junction 5 next time I’m heading north!”

Mike Williams said: “Thanks go to Tom and
everyone else who supported us through the
Waitrose scheme at Droitwich. The money raised
will support the conservation of the Brown
Hairstreak, a High Priority Species, in its last
Midlands stronghold in east Worcestershire.”

Mike Williams receives the cheque from Waitrose

Tom’s
tokens
help raise
funds for the
Brown Hairstreak

Female Brown Hairstreak (Tony Moore)

Back after an absence of 20 years
By the shores of The Mere at Ellesmere is a site
known as The Moors. Last winter Dr Gareth Parry,
of Shropshire Council, arranged for a large amount of
scrub, mainly willow and alder, to be cleared in the
hope of enhancing the wildlife interest as the site was
once a SSSI and of considerable botanical interest
before it was allowed to degenerate. The last record
for Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary
here was in 1992. On
9th June, Gareth and I
led a team of local
enthusiasts to see if the
butterfly had returned,
and, despite weather
that was far from ideal,
to everyone’s surprise
and delight one very
fresh specimen was
found! Stephen Lewis
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Martin Harrison was
delighted when he saw
nine Peacocks and two
Speckled Woods during a
walk at Llanymynech
Rocks in Shropshire. But
he stopped in his tracks
when he spotted a Holly
Blue that was obsessed
with some doggie-doo.
But Richard Southwell
discovered that a ripe
foot was all that was
required to attract a
Purple Emperor during a
field meeting at Oversley
Wood in Warwickshire.

It’s close
encounters
of the
smelly kind

Many lepidopterists with moth traps have been looking for a field
guide to help them get started with the many smaller moth species
which they have difficulty in identifying. The new Field Guide to

the Micro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland is the answer to their
prayers, bringing together all the families in one compact volume.

It starts with an excellent introduction to structure and identification and
with a key to the families, hints on field work techniques, and illustrations
of other insects that might be confused with micro moths.

The systematic text and illustrations of the families and their species are
accompanied by superb illustrations mostly of living moths showing their
shape and resting postures. For each species there is a description, mention
of similar species and distinguishing features, flight seasons, habitat,
foodplants, UK status, and distribution map by Vice County. There are
photos of early stages for some species and families.

Some of the families containing very small species or where they are
very difficult to identify (e.g. Nepticulidae and Coleophoridae) are only
covered in outline and with a few examples, but the book is extensively
referenced to enable further study of these by interested entomologists.
Which species to include and which to leave out is bound to be controversial
and a matter of opinion, but this is inevitable in a publication of this sort.

It ends with a chapter on genitalia dissection techniques for those
interested in taking identification further and a check list of all micro moth
species on the UK and Irish lists.

The authors are to be congratulated on a superb book, which, as well as
being an invaluable help to beginners with micro moths, will be a most
useful reference work and aide memoire for more experienced recorders,
and portable and useful in the field. I would recommend it to all people
interested in our moth fauna. Tony Simpson, VC37 County Recorder

Field Guide to the Micro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland by Phil
Sterling & Mark Parsons, illustrated by Richard Lewington. British Wildlife
Publishing, Price £29.95 PB, £40.0 HB. 416 pp, covering 1,033 of the 1,067
UK species, with more than 1,500 artworks and photos of some early stages.

Book review

New field
guide
answers
moth-ing
prayers




